This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Setting
The practice setting was primary care. The economic analysis was carried out at the University of Manchester, England.
Dates to which data relate
It was not clear when the effectiveness data were collected. All resource data were obtained for 1st September 1995.
Source of effectiveness data
The estimates for final outcomes were derived from a single study.
Link between effectiveness and cost data
Prospective costing appears to have been undertaken on the effectiveness study sample.
Study sample
The GPs in the study had a mean age of 42 years (range: 34 -45) with a mean length of clinical practice of 13 years (range: 6 -18). There were 7 practices involved (3 inner-city practices, 3 urban and 2 rural/semi-rural practices).103 subjects were recruited before training and 112 after. Pre-training baseline demographic information (post-training data are contained in parentheses) was as follows: age = 44.9 years (48); female = 80 (82); married/cohabiting = 63 (71); retired invalidity = 42 (44); duration of main symptom > 12 months = 36 (63); presence of mild physical organic pathology = 72 (76).
